
Convention on the Conservation and Management of Fishery Resources 

in the Southeast Atlantic Ocean (SEAFO) 

 

The Southeast Atlantic Fisheries Organization (SEAFO) manages fishery resources on the high seas of the Southeast 

Atlantic Ocean, but not those under national jurisdiction or highly migratory species.  The objective of the 

Convention on the Conservation and Management of Fisheries Resources in the South East Atlantic Ocean is to 

ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the fishery resources in the Convention Area through the 

effective implementation of the Convention.  
  

The initiative to establish a regional fisheries management organization (RFMO) in the region came from Namibia 

in 1995 and was shared with and gained support from coastal states of Angola, South Africa and United Kingdom 

(on behalf of St. Helena and its dependencies of Tristan da Cunha and Ascension Islands). Various meetings of 

coastal states took place between 1995-1997 where the initial ideas to form a basis for negotiations were discussed 

and eventually presented to the first meeting that included other participants with real interest in the fishery. The 

negotiations for the Convention took place between 1997-2001 with several meetings held within the region and 

beyond. 

 

The Convention was signed in April 2001 in Windhoek by Angola, the European Community, Iceland, Namibia, 

Norway, Republic of Korea, South Africa, United Kingdom (on behalf of St. Helena and its dependencies of Tristan 

da Cunha and Ascension Islands) and the United States of America. It entered into force in April 2003 after the 

deposit of instruments of ratification by Namibia and Norway and approval by the European Community as required 

under Article 27 of the Convention. States that have participated in the negotiations but have not signed the 

Convention are Japan, Russian Federation and Ukraine.  The United States has not ratified the Convention because 

there is no U.S. fishing activity in the Convention Area at present. 

 

From the date of signatures in 2001, the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources in Namibia acted as an Interim 

Secretariat.  In March 2005 and with the appointment of the staff, the permanent secretariat was opened in Walvis 

Bay, Namibia. 

 

SEAFO is comprised of the Commission, the Scientific Committee and the Compliance Committee as subsidiary 

bodies, and the Secretariat. The Compliance Committee was established in 2007. The Commission may establish 

other subsidiary bodies from time to time to assist in meeting the objective of the Convention. The Commission has 

an oversight responsibility of the Organization. The Scientific Committee provides scientific advice on the resources 

status and on harvesting levels taking into consideration, among others, ecosystem and precautionary approaches. 

The institutions are designed to function according to the principles of cost-effectiveness and to expand only at the 

same pace as its workload. 

 

The Convention Area covers a sizeable part of the high seas of the South East Atlantic Ocean. It covers all waters 

beyond areas of national jurisdiction in the region bounded by a line joining the following points along parallel of 

latitude and meridians of longitude: beginning at the outer limit of waters under national jurisdiction at a point 6° 

South, thence due west along the 6º South parallel to the meridian 10° West, thence due north along the 10º West 

meridian to the equator, thence due west along the equator to the meridian 20° West, thence due south along the 20º 

West meridian to a parallel 50° South, thence due east along the 50º South parallel to the meridian 30° East, thence 

due north along the 30º East meridian to the coast of the African continent. 

 

Economically important covered species include sedentary, discrete, and straddling stocks such as alfonsino, orange 

roughy, oreo, dories, armorhead, sharks, deepwater hake, and red crab. 

Web address:  http://www.fao.org/fi/body/rfb/SEAFO/seafo_home.htm  

 
The Commission, taking account of the scientific advice provided by the Scientific Committee and pursuant to 

Article 6 of the Convention, has adopted the following measures for 2014: 

 

1. Total allowable catches 

a) Patagonian Toothfish Subarea D: 276 tonnes 
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b) Orange Roughy: 50 tonnes in Sub-Division B1 and 50 tonnes in the remainder of the Convention Area 

c) Alfonsinos: 200 tonnes 

d) Deep-Sea Red Crab: 200 tonnes in Sub-Division B1 and 200 tonnes in the remainder of the Convention Area 

e)  Southern boarfish:  TBD 

 

Secretariat: 

 

South East Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (SEAFO) 

133 Nangolo Mbumba Drive 

Savvas Building 

P.O. Box 4296 

Walvis Bay, NAMIBIA 

Tel: +264-64-220387 

Fax: +264-64-220389  

Email: info@seafo.org 

Website: http://www.seafo.org/ 

 
NOAA Fisheries Contact: 
  

Mark Wildman (Acting Division Chief) 

Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 

1315 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Telephone: 301-427-8380 

mark.wildman@noaa.gov 
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